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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



1 . Claims 1 and 25-27 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph 
in the Office Action, paper No. 11. However, only claim 1 was amended by canceling 
the rejected limitation. Therefore, the rejection of claims 25-27 under 35 U.S.C is still 
maintained as the following action. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 25-27 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter, which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

In particular, the step of collecting data representing a social category at a Web site in 
claims 25-27 were not described in the specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 1-2, 5-6 and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Motley Fool [The Motley Fool, 
http://web.archive.Org/web/19990125085745/http://fool.com/]. 

Regarding to claim 1 , the Motley Fool teaches a method for navigating the 
Internet and for facilitating user socialization web sites. As in the Motley Fool home 
page, the Motley Fool has an instance of mapping data structure for Motley Fool web site, 
data structure representing Features, Messages, Quotes/Data. . . as two or more categories. 
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each of the categories, for example Features, divided into subcategories of ordered levels of 
specificity, each of the ordered levels of specificity being a grouping of subcategories of the 
same levels of specificity, with a computed abstract geometric representation of said mapping 
data structure for facilitating user socialization as shown below: 



Features 



I ( Messages ^ (Quctes/Data) fMy Portfolio) f My Fool ) f Logout ^| FoolMart ' 



Specials Strategies Personal Finance 



School 



An online social group could be created at Motley Fool by using bulletin boards to 
exchange idea in a particular topic such as 401 (k) as an example. The 401 (k) bulletin 
board is under Features/Money category and internally represents a semantic structure 
of contents of the Motley Fool 
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In other words, the 401 (k) board as discussed illustrates the claimed data structure 
overlays information about people, activity, and social interactions at the web site onto an 
internal representation of a semantic structure of contents of the web site. The Motley Fool 
does not explicitly disclose the technique of populating said at least one mapping data 
structure by processing request addressed to said web site. However, in order to become a 
Motley Fool member, a user has to sign up by using a registration page. 




As disclosed in the Motley Fool rules, by becoming a Fool, you agree that The Motley Fool has an unlimited 
license to republish anything you post in our areas. We'll only republish your posts in context and we'll credit you (under your 
user name) as author. We also won't republish your posts for advertising purposes without your permission. As seen, a 
member can post his/her own work, such as an articles, idea... in a particular category, 
and obviously, the request of posting process have to be addressed to the Motley Fool 
in order to get the Motley Fool's approval. In different words, the technique of posting a 
member's article in the Motley Fool indicates the step of populating said at least one 
mapping data structure by processing requests addressed to said web site. It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
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the Motley Fool method by including the step of processing the request addressed to 
the Motley Fool in order to share knowledge to other members in a particular 
categorized topic. 

Regarding to claim 2, the Motley Fool teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 1 , the Motley Fool further discloses the data structure includes one or 
more sections, the sections being logical intersections of one of the categories with one of the 
levels of specificity. 



Regarding to claim 5, the Motley Fool teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 1 , the Motley Fool further discloses the categories include any one or 
more of the following: a product category, a service category, a category class, a category list, 
a product class, a list of products in a class, a product specification, a service class, a list of 
services, and a service specification. 



Regarding to claim 6, the Motley Fool teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 1 , the Motley Fool further discloses: the levels of specificity include any 
one or more of the following: category class, category list, offering specification, product 
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class, list of products in a class, product specification, service class, list of services, and a 
service specification. 



I ( Messages ^ (QuoteSjfoata) ( My Portfolio) ( My Fool f Logout ^] FoolMartfe 



Features 

News Specials Strategies Personal Finance School Help 



Regarding to claim 24, the Motley Fool teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 1 , the Motley Fool further discloses the social information mapped in 
the data structure is served over one or more of the network connections for display of one or 
more visual districts on one or more clients. 




Regarding to claims 25-27, the Motley Fool teaches a method for navigating the 
Internet and for facilitating user socialization web sites. As in the Motley Fool home 
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page, the Motley Fool has an instance of mapping data structure for Motley Fool as a given 
web site, data structure representing Features, Messages, Quotes/Data. . . as two or more 
categories, each of the categories by dividing each of the categories into subcategories of 
ordered levels of specificity, dividing each of the ordered levels of specificity into a grouping of 
subcategories of same level of specificity, and displaying the subcategories and the grouping 
of subcategories in a visual, geometric pattern as shown below: 

I ( Messages") (Quotes/Data) (My Portfolio^ ( My Fool ^\ ( Logout 1 FoolMart fe 
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Specials Strategies Personal Finance School 



An online social group could be created at Motley Fool by using bulletin boards to 
exchange idea in a particular topic such as 401 (k) as an example. The 401 (k) bulletin 
board is under Features/Money category and internally represents a semantic structure 
of contents of the Motley Fool 
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In other words, the 401 (k) board as discussed illustrates the claimed data overlays 
information about people, activity, and social interactions at the web site onto an internal 
representation of a semantic structure of contents of the web site. The Motley Fool does not 
explicitly teach the step of collecting data representing a social category at a web site. 
However, However, in order to become a Motley Fool member, a user has to sign up by 
using a registration page. 




As disclosed in the Motley Fool rules, by becoming a Fool, you agree that The Motley Fool has an unlimited 
license to republish anything you post in our areas. Well only republish your posts in context and we'll credit you (under your 
user name) as author. We also wont republish your posts for advertising purposes without your permission. As seen in 

the Motley Fool rules, the Motley Fool collects a member's data, such as an article about 
401 (k) as discussed above, and obviously, the article represents Features/Money as 
social category at the Motley Fool as a web site. It would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Motley Fool 



Application/Control Number: 09/785,000 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2172 

method by including the step of collecting data representing social category in order to 
share knowledge to other members in a particular categorized topic. 

7. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Motley Fool [The Motley Fool, 

http://web.archive.Org/web/19990125085745/http://fool.com/1 in view of Hazlehurst 
et al. [USP 6,289,353 B1]. 

Regarding to claim 3, the Motley Fool teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 2, but does not explicitly teach one ormore subcategories have a degree 
of closeness relating the section to one or more other sections. Hazlehurst teaches one or 
more subcategories have a degree of closeness relating the section to one or more other 
sections (Hazlehurst, FIG. 10A-B, Cols. 12-13). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the the 
Motley Fool method by including the degree of closeness as taught by Hazlehurst in 
order to represent the data sets of major areas of interest in specific details representing 
by subcategories. 

Regarding to claim 4, the Motley Fool and Hazlehurst teaches all the claimed 
subject matters as discussed in claim 3, Hazlehurst further discloses the degree of 
closeness relates to any one or more of following: a physical closeness of location of physical 
items represented by the respective sections, a relational closeness between one or more users 
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and one or more objects, a relational closeness between one or more users, a semantic 
closeness of descriptions of items represented by the respective sections, and a behavioral 
closeness of pattern of use (Hazlehurst, FIG. 10A-B, Cols. 12-13). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the Kawasaki method by including the relation of the degree of closeness as 
taught by Hazlehurst in order to represent the data sets of major areas of interest in 
specific details representing by subcategories. 

8. Claims 7-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Motley Fool [The Motley Fool, 

http://web.archive.Org/web/19990125085745/http://fooLcom/1 in view of Nortel et 
al. [WebQuery: Searching and Visualizing the Web through Connectivity]. 

Regarding to claim 7, the Motley Fool teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 1 , but does not explicitly disclose the step of collecting information 
about one or more nodes located on one or more of the districts. Nortel teaches a method for 
searching and visualizing the Web, Nortel further discloses the step of collecting 
information about one or more nodes located on one or more of the districts (Nortel, pages 5- 
7). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the Motley Fool method by including the step of 
collecting information about one or more nodes as taught by Nortel in order to represent 
the data sets of major areas of interest in specific details representing by subcategories. 
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Regarding to claim 8, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 7, Nortel further discloses the nodes are differentiated by 
any one or more node functions (Nortel, pages 5-6). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the Kawasaki, Yahoo and Nortel method by including the technique of differentiating the 
nodes in order to represent the data sets of major areas of interest in specific details 
representing by subcategories. 

Regarding to claim 9, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 8, the Motley Fool further discloses the node functions 
include any one or more of the following: initiating a chat session, providing information, 
causing a user to be associated with a node location, providing access to sales information, 
providing access to a salesman, and changing a browser page to one that has information 
relating to the node (The Motley Fool's Rule). 

Regarding to claim 10, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 7, and the Motley Fool is one or more of the nodes is a 
landmark that marks a salient location on one or more of the districts. 
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Regarding to claim 1 1, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 10, the Motley Fool is the salient location is fixed and 
associated with one of a plurality of business categories. 

Regarding to claim 12, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 10, the Motley Fool is the salient location can change in 
time and is associated with an activity. 

Regarding to claim 13, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 12, the Motley Fool further discloses: the activity is one or 
more of the following: a current "hot spot", "a list of most popular pages in a computer 
section ", a public chat, a sale, a special product offering, a special service offering, and a sales 
agent availability (the Motley Fool Homepage, the Motley Fool's rules). 

Regarding to claim 14, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 10, the Motley Fool is the salient location is personally 
meaningful to the user. 

Regarding to claim 15, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 14, the Motley Fool as the salient location represents any 
one or more of the following: a user's buddy, a chat buddy, a private chat, a user's favorite 
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spot, and a user with common interest (the Motley Fool Homepage, the Motley Fool's 
rules). 

Regarding to claim 16, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 7, the Motley Fool further discloses the system comprising 
one or more paths, each path connecting two or more nodes. 



Regarding to claim 17, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 1 6, the Motley Fool further discloses the path links two or 
more of the nodes to associate connectivity relationships among the nodes. 



Regarding to claim 18, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 16, the Motley Fool further discloses a path is associated 
with one of the following: a user's path through one or more of the districts, a customer's path 
through one or more of the districts, a preferred path of a group of users through one or more 
of the districts, a preferred path of a group of users with common interests through one or 
more of the districts, and a preferred path of a group of users with complementary interests 
through one or more of the districts. 
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Regarding to claim 19, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 7, Nortel further discloses one or more node sets, each node 
set containing one or more nodes clustered in nearby locations in one or more of the districts 
(Nortel, pages 3-5). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the Motley Fool and Nortel method by 
including the feature of node sets in order to represent the data sets of major areas of 
interest in specific details representing by subcategories and retrieve a document from 
the Internet. 

Regarding to claim 20, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 19, Nortel further discloses a node set represent a 
relationship among two or more nodes located in one or more of the districts (Nortel, pages 
3-5). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the Motley Fool and Nortel method by including the 
feature of node sets in order to represent the data sets of major areas of interest in 
specific details representing by subcategories and retrieve a document from the 
Internet. 



Regarding to claim 21 , the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 19, Nortel further discloses where one or more of the node 
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sets is associated with one of the following: a density of users gathered in one or more 
adjacent node locations, a set of node locations marking results of a search, a set of node 
locations related by a semantic attribute, a set of node locations visited by a group of users 
with common interests, a set of node locations visited by a group of users with complementary 
interests, and a crowd of users (Nortel, pages 3-5). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
Motley Fool and Nortel method by including the feature of node sets in order to 
represent the data sets of major areas of interest in specific details representing by 
subcategories and retrieve a document from the Internet. 

Regarding to claim 22, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 1 9, Nortel further discloses one or more of the node sets has 
a node set function (Nortel, pages 3-5). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Motley Fool and 
Nortel method by including the feature of node sets in order to represent the data sets 
of major areas of interest in specific details representing by subcategories and retrieve a 
document from the Internet. 

Regarding to claim 23, the Motley Fool and Nortel teaches all the claimed subject 
matters as discussed in claim 22, the Motley Fool further discloses the node set function 
includes any one or more of the following: providing information about the set, changing a 
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user's location to be associated with a node location in the set, and changing browser page to 
one that has information relating to a node in the set. 



Features 
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Conclusion 



9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to HUNG Q PHAM whose telephone number is 703- 
605-4242. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOHN E BREENE can be reached on 703-305-9790. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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